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The erection of the Physical Laboratory - the 

core of the present Badham Building [17] ­

in 1887 was to the design of Professor 

Richard Threlfall. Two years later its 'brother' 

building, the Chemistry Laboratory was 

designed by Professor Archibald Liversidge 

(although the Colonial Architect's Office 

prepared the actual construction drawings) 

and together they mark an important point 

in the transition of the University from the 

gentlemanly emphasis on liberal education 

to one that included the study of laboratory­

based sciences. When first built the structure 

was composed of stuccoed brickwork in an 

uninspired utilitarian Italianate manner with 

a crenellated tower for the accommodation 

of an observatory. As both laboratories were 

intended as temporary structures no attempt 

at architectural pretension was pursued. 

Instead the scientists both equipped their 

respective exploratory domains with the 

most advanced facilities then obtainable. 

Since the temporary buildings were not 

seen as part of the long-term fabric of the 

campus no attempt was made to align 

them with existing buildings in Science 

Road, a legacy which was to prove 

challenging to Leslie Wilkinson when he 

later tried to improve them with a more 

decorous set of architectural clothes. The 

set out of the old Physical Laboratory was 

related to the old Engineering School rather 

than the geometric alignment of the 

Quadrangle; and in like fashion the old 

Chemistry Laboratory followed in the 

footprint of its older sibling, both at a 

skewed angle. By early in the 20th century, 

continued growth of the University 

prompted reconsideration of the laboratories 

and a plan developed by Walter Liberty 

Vernon, NSW Government Architect, made 

provision for new faculty buildings for 

Veterinary Science, Architecture and 

Agriculture. This plan provided for the 

demolition of the Physical and Chemistry 

Laboratories and their replacement by an 

ambitious range of buildings to house 

Science. Lack of money and the onset of 

World War I interrupted this grand scheme. 

After the War with the rapid increase in 

student numbers, which almost doubled 

between 1917 and 1920, a rethink of the 

Vernon plan became necessary. The 

ambitions of Wilkinson's master plan of 

1920 suffered funding cutbacks between 

1920 and 1923. Rather than demolish them 

it was decided that the old 'temporary' 

laboratories would be remodelled and 

extended. A design [17A] of 1939, intended 

to expand Badham and Pharmacy into a 

grand ensemble, redesigned the Badham 

tower in the manner of a Christopher Wren 

spire. Sadly the 'Wrenaissance' fantasy, 

complete with an arcaded upper storey and 

Baroque broken scrolled pediment over the 

southern entrance was not realized and 

awaits a generous and discerning 

benefactor. Wilkinson's more modest 

Mediterranean facelift was largely achieved 

by adding an upper floor. 

Au/hor Howells, Trevor, 1949­
COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA 

Copyright Regulotions 1969 

T1IIII University of Sydney architecture I Trevor Howells. WARNING 

PubI1fIIW Boorowa, N.S.W. : Watermark Press, c2007. 
This material has been reproducc:d and commwticated to 
you .by or OD behalfof the UDinnity of SydDe)' pursuant 
to Part VB of the Copyright Act 1968 (the Act). 

s.Jes 

ISBN 

Watermark architectural gUides 

0949284750 (pbk.) 

The material in this communication may be subject to 
copyright under the Act. Any further reproduction. or 
comInunieation of this material by you may be the .subJect 
ofcopyright protection under the Act. .' 

Do not remove this notice 

64 


